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Dr. Subodh S. Godre of Department of Physics,
participated in the 10th International Conference on
Nucleus Collisions held at Beijing, China from August 16-
21, 2008. This conference which is held every three years
was organized by the China Institute of Atomic Energy
(IUPAP) and is a truly representative one in Nuclear
Physics with participation of Nuclear Physicists from
across the globe. Dr. Godre gave an oral presentation of
his research paper entitled "Coulomb Reorientation Effect
on Near-Barrier Heavy-lon Fusion Reactions in Rigid-
Body Rotational Dynamics Calculation". Dr. Godre
received financial assistance from Indian National
Science Academy (INSA), Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR), New Delhi and the VNSGU,
Surat for participation in this international conference.

“Student Corner - Scholarship -

Post-Graduate Indira Gandhi Scholarship for
Single Girl Child for PG academic session 2009-11

The UGC, based on the initiative of M/HRD, had
introduced, from the year 2005-06, Post-Graduate Indira
Gandhi Scholarship for Single Girl Child with purpose of
supporting higher education through scholarship to such
girls who happen to be only child in their families and also
to provide incentive for the parents to observe small family
norm. Eligibility: Any single girl child being the only child of
her parents is eligible under the scheme. The benefit
under scheme will be available to such a single girl child
who has taken admission in first year of a Master's degree
programmes in any recognized university or a post-
graduate college during the current year i.e. 2009-10.
Rate of Scholarship: 2000, Duration of Scholarships: 2
years (for 10 months in a year) (Total 20 Months) Number
of Scholarships per year: 1200 Application received after
the due date will not be considered. Those who had
applied earlier need not to apply afresh in response to this
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advertisement, if they had taken PG admission in the year
2009-2010. Further detail: www.ugc.ac.in

Dr Pratap Bahadur Head, Department of
Chemistry visited Canada for two months (
Sept-Oct 2009) as James Chair Professor at
| St. Francis Xavier (StFX) University,
| Antigonish, Nova Scotia. The James Chair is

reserved for a distinguished visiting professor
from another university across the globe. The Chair
allows the University to bring leading scientist to campus
to provide intellectual interaction and research support for
the University's faculty and senior students.

The offer came as an invitation to Professor Bahadur.
The Chair appointment is in the Department of Chemistry
and was initially for a period of six months. StFX later
agreed to split the offer in two visits of 2-3 months each
due to the inability of Dr Bahadur to leave his department
for a long period. Dr Bahadur has to assist faculty and
senior research students and give a few presentations
StFX is a leading Canadian university with a longstanding
tradition of academic excellence, service to society and
innovation in teaching. The university brings together
around 5000 students from across Canada and around
the world in arts, science, business and information
systems, and applied programs. StFX has been ranked as
the number one (primarily undergraduate) university in
Canada. The Department of Chemistry at StFX. offers
honours, advanced major, and major programs at the
B.Sc. level, and a postgraduate research degree (M.Sc.).
Class sizes are small, particularly at the junior and senior
level, providing for a good deal of faculty-student
interaction and academic flexibility. The diverse
qualifications of the faculty ensures expertise in all the
traditional subdisciplines of chemistry. The department
also offers PhD program and appoints postdocs.Due to
the support of the University and the Chemistry faculty's
continued success in attracting external research funding,
the Department possesses a wide variety of modern
instrumentation, and specialized software. The Chemistry
Department at StFX has a strong base in Surface and
Colloid Chemistry which is also an area of specialization
of Dr Bahadur.

Prof Bahadur's stay at StFX will initiate research
collaboration of mutual benefit. He is likely to visit some
Universities and MNCs in Canada/US for invited talks.
Earlier too in Summers 2005 and 2006, Dr Bahadur was
invited as visiting professor in Japan and China where he
taught short course in colloids and polymers and jointly
published over a dozen of research papers in highly
reputed journals. In Feb 2007, he attended a conference
in Sydney and lectures in three top Universities in
Australia (Canberra, Melbourne and Adelaide) and in
summer was invited as a plenary speaker in an Internal
conf in Wroclaw Poland and was a guest scientist for a
week in Institute of Colloids and Catalysts at Krakow.
Likewise on 6 weeks trips in summer 2008 ( to US) and
autumn 2008 ( to Germany, France and Sweden), Prof
Bahadur gave 10 lectures in different Universities and
MNCs.
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Gujarat State Biotechnology Mission (GSBTM)
sponsored One day Seminar on 'Triumphant
Biotechnologist' was held on the campus of Veer Narmad
South Gujarat University, Surat. The seminar was
coupled with the inauguration of the building allotted to the
Biotechnology Course, release of book "Student's Hand
Book of Biotechnology", by Dr. Gaurav Shah and the
VNSGU Journal of Social Sciences.

The inaugural function was presided over by Vice
Chancellor Dr. B. A. Prajapati. Dr. Minoo Parabia,
Coordinator of the course in Biotechnology, welcomed the
guests and elucidated the background. Sector specialist
in industry Mr. Anand Bhadalkar narrated the functions of
GSBTM. He also suggested starting incubation cell for the
future Biotechnologist.

Professor Prajapati appreciated and acknowledged
the importance of Biotechnology in future to come. He
said "Coming decades are of Biologists", he also exhorted

the students saying "A good Biotechnologists must be a
good fundamental biologist, unless you are good at
fundamentals, the training of specialized biotechnology
shall have no base".

Dr. Prajapati also appreciated the idea of creating an
incubation cell for the enterprising biotechnologists.

The technical session was illuminated by two
eminent speakers Dr. Prashant Bhatt, CMD of Sun agri-
genetics, Baroda, gave the illustrious account of the
pitfalls and the prospects of biotech companies. Dr. Bhatt
mainly emphasized on the following:

+ Commercialization of micro
propagation of plants is
possible and has great market
potential.

+ One can start as low investment
low risk enterprise. With this,
one can offer disease free, high
yielding economically important
seedlings for agricrops, orchard,
wood crops (sandal wood) and
horticrops.

+« The barrier involves highly
perishable product and
specialized infrastructure like
cold-transportation has to be
thought of and considered while working out the cost.

o The Business shall have an average of 30-35% return
onthe investment.

He showed that Gujarat has good potential for crops
like Banana, Papaya, Citrus, Chilli, Date palm,
Vegetables etc. Dr. Bhatt also showed the potential
requirement of crops like Banana and Papaya. Dr.
Prashant also enlightened the students on the novel
avenues in Biotechnology e.g. fuel from algae and protein
from algae.

STUDENT'S HANDBOOK

BIOTECHNOLOGY
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